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BOROUGH OF OLD TAPPAN 
PLANNING BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. 
MINUTES  

 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Law, notification of this meeting has been 
sent to our official newspapers and other publications circulated in the Borough of Old 
Tappan, and notice posted on the bulletin board at Borough Hall as well as on the 
(www.oldtappan.net) web site. Please note the fire exits at the entrance to the Council 
Chambers and at the rear of the Council Chambers. 
 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:   
 
 
ROLL CALL:  
 
Present: 
   William Weidmann  Chairperson 

  Anna Haverilla  Mayor Rep.  
   David Keil   
   Police Chief Shine 
   Karen Nilsson  
   Charles Maggio 
   Michael Alessi 
                                       Thomas Gallagher  Alt. # 2    
   Dan Eller   Alt. #3 
 
Also Present: 
   Robert Regan, Esq  Board Attorney     

                        Robike Noll                            Land Use Administrator 
 
Absent:                        Nick Mamary  Vice Chair                         
   Victor Cioce   Council Liaison 
   Julie Katz   Alt. # 1 
   Thomas Skrable  Board Engineer 

Sean Moronski  Board Planner 
 

 
 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Mr. David Teitelbaum of 28 Greenwoods Road came forward at the 
suggestion of the Zoning Officer Mr. Pappas. He had a photograph of a small plane which 
he wanted to put in his yard to use as a jungle gym. He was told that he needed a formal 
denial from the Zoning Officer before he could proceed with the appeal process. He then 
asked if he could donate it to the town and was told he would need to contact the 
Mayor and Council.  
 
Mr. Greg Meese Attorney for JP Morgan Chase Bank N. A. comes forward with Steve 
Moore Regional Construction Manager for Chase to address the issue of the height 
discrepancy of the remote ATM canopy. Drawings approved by the Board on July 10, 

2013 consisted of a height of 13’-8” to the pavement and 13’-2” to the top of the 
curb. Incorrect shop drawings were submitted to the Building Department and were 
approved. The ATM was subsequently built at a height of 14’-10” to the pavement.  
 
Several options were given as to how to solve the problem.  

1) Leave the structure as is and have Chase come back for a variance. 
2) To take the canopy off and cut it down which would result in a maximum 

height of 14’-3/4”, which is close to the maximum height of an accessory 
structure, per our ordinance and come back to with an amended sit plan. 

3) Build a new structure in accordance with the resolution. 
 
The Board took a straw poll and all were in favor of option 2 with the exception of 
Mr. Eller who was in favor of option 1.   
 
The Board then took another vote to waive a return to the Planning Board with the 
caveat that Chase had 5 days, from completion of the height reduction, to submit 
an As-Built Plan and Elevation, to the Construction Department, depicting a height 
of no greater than 14’-3/4” from the pavement. All were in favor. 
 
CLOSE TO THE PUBLIC: All were in favor 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  A Certificate of Appreciation from the Mayor and Council was 
given to Thomas Gallagher for his work on the Planning Board. Daniel Eller was given a 
certificate for passing his classes on land use law. 
 
 
CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL’S REPORT: In the month of March there were 26 permits, 9 
CCO’s, 7 zoning permits, 1 soil movement permit and 3 road opening permits issued. 
 
 
BOARD ENGINEER REPORT: None 
 
 
 
COUNCIL LIAISON’S REPORT: The Mayor and Council approved the amendment to 
the tree ordinance, allowing the Environmental Commission some discretion 
regarding the types of trees a developer must use to replace those taken down. 
 The new budget will be read the 2nd time at the April 21st meeting of the Mayor and 
council. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION REPORT: Mr. Keil stated that the Northern Valley Earth 
Fest in Norwood is scheduled for April 26th along with the Scout clean up of the 
Hackensack River at Old Tappan also on April 26th. On May 29th the Eco Lectures will 
begin at the Library starting with a talk on Genetically Modified Organisms. There will  
be a tree planting at one of the schools for Arbor Day and hopefully a seedling give 
away will be confirmed on April 30th.  
 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT: Ms. Nilsson reported that the bills are as follows: 
$716.00 from the budget and $84.00 from escrow, for a total of $800.00. All in favor.  
 
 
 
MINUTES TO BE APPROVED: A motion to approve the minutes of March 12, 2014, was 
made by Mr. Alessi, seconded by Mr. Keil. On roll call vote, all in favor, none 
opposed. Motion carried. 
 
 
  
OLD BUSINESS: The Brennen tree issue is being dealt with by the attorneys at this point 
and there is no resolution as of yet. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Councilwoman Haverilla and Mr. Regan spoke about a new procedure 
in which Tom Skrable will be overseeing the conditions of all resolutions by the Planning 
Board.  
 
Tom Skrable is concerned that the opening of the driveway apron at 40 Russell Avenue 
is too wide, but he would like a representative of the fire department to take a look at it 
and make sure it has nothing to do with fire code. 
 
There is a major sub-division that is hopeful to get on the agenda in May. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: All in favor. 
 
CLOSE TO THE PUBLIC: All in favor.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
Upon motion of Mr. Maggio, seconded by Mr. Alessi, all in favor, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
By:  _______________________________________  
 Alyson Lazarus      
 Recording Secretary 
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Date Approved: ____________________________ 
 
 
cc:  
Mayor and Council 
 
Robert Regan, Esq. 
Thomas W. Skrable, P.E. 
Construction Official 
Fire Official 
Board of Health 
Burgis Associate
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