
 BOROUGH OF OLD TAPPAN 
 PLANNING BOARD 
 REGULAR MEETING 
 WEDNESDAY, November 13, 2013- 7:30 p.m. 
 MINUTES 
________________________________________________________________________ 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Law, notification of this meeting has been 
sent to our official newspapers and other publications circulated in the Borough of Old 

Tappan, and notice posted on the bulletin board at Borough Hall 
 as well as on the (www.oldtappan.net) web site. 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 7:44 PM:  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 
ROLL CALL: 

Present:   William Weidmann Chairman 
    Nick Mamary   Vice Chair   
    Karen Nilsson 

David Keil  
     Gary Mascolo   
     Dan Eller  Alt. #4  
 
 Also Present:   Robert Regan, Esq. Board Attorney 

    Thomas Skrable Board Engineer 
                                                Robike Noll                 Land Use Administrator 
 

           Absent:                          Anna Haverilla Mayor Rep.  
                                                Victor Cioce  Council/Liaison  

Police Chief Shine 
                                                Charles Maggio 

Julie Katz  Alt. #2 
                Michael Alessi Alt. #1  

               Thomas Gallagher Alt. #3 
     Sean Moronski Board Planner  
                                                            Laurel Carnazza            Recording Secretary 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  REPORT: 

 
Mr Keil reported that the paper shredding is Saturday November 16, 2013 

                         
                        Mr. Keil also reported, as chair of the environmental commission, he 

appointed a subcommittee to address the issue of the landscaping plans 
and tree replacements for the property formerly owned by Mr Jack 
Brennan, now presently being developed. The subcommittee and Mr. 
Brennan have tentatively come to an agreement, and the subcommittee 
will discuss this agreement at the next EC meeting on Tuesday November 



19.  Pending approval of the full commission, Mr Keil will present the 
outcome in his report at the December 11 Planning Board meeting. The 
tentative agreement involves probable funds deposited into a tree fund.  

 
OPEN TO PUBLIC: None Present 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT:  
Ms. Nilsson stated that the bills are as follows: $1100.00 from budget and $1558.00  from 
escrow for a total of $ 2658. 
Vice Chair Mamary made a motion seconded by Ms Nilsson, to approve the bills as 
stated.  On roll call vote, all in favor, none opposed.   
 
COUNCIL LIAISON’S REPORT:  No Council members present  
 
BOARD ENGINEER REPORT: 
 Mr. Skrable reported that a bid was accepted for $249,000.00 (grants) to finish sidewalks 
on Orangeburg Road, as well as small gaps on DeWolf, Old Tappan Road, in front of 
Pearson and also on Westwood Avenue by the park. Mr Skrable reports next phase will 
be the rest of Westwood Avenue and Cripplebush. 
    
MINUTES APPROVED:  
 
June 12, 2013   
Chair Weidmann, Vice Chair Mamary, Ms. Nilsson, Mr. Mascolo, Mr Eller  all in favor 
 
July 10, 2013  
Chair Weidmann, Vice Chair Mamary, Ms. Nilsson, Mr. Mascolo all in favor 
 
October 9, 2013 
 Chair Weidmann, Mr. Mascolo, Mr. Eller, all in favor 
 
September 11, 2013 minutes are outstanding 
 
CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL’S REPORT: None 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

Ms Noll presents tentative 2014 meeting schedule. Mr. Weidmann reads 
dates and asks for any objections. None are voiced. Mr. Weidmann 
instructs Ms Noll to draft a resolution to be adopted at December meeting. 
Ms Noll will send schedule (as follows) to Borough Clerk, as requested. 

                         January 8   Reorg and Regular meeting,    February 12    March 12 
April 9,  May 14,  June 11,  July 9,  August 13, September 10, 

                        October 8,  November 12,  December 10 
 



                        Chair Weidmann addresses the issue of budget. It has been recommended 
again that the Planning Board, along with all other departments, Budget be 
cut by 5%, however, Chair mentions that end of budget year is 2 months 
away and there is not much room for more trimming. Mr. Mascolo asks 
for total amount of budget as well as expenses. Chair Weidmann reviews 
and states not a lot left now at end of year, and one issue would put budget 
over. Chair and Mr. Regan also mention that May and August meetings 
were cancelled this year, saving professional fees. Mr. Weidmann feels 
there is not a lot of room to work with.  Ms Noll also offers that our 
Planner and Engineer are both given the night off if the agenda is light, 
and professional fees were saved there as well. Chair Weidmann offers 
that Mr. Moronski has not attended past three meetings at the Board’s 
request due to light agenda.  Chair Weidmann directs Ms Noll to answer 
with a correspondence that the Planning Board cannot trim more, and 
would like budget left where it is. Ms Noll will draft and send to Chair 
Weidmann for approval before sending.   

 
COMMUNICATIONS:. 

  
RESOLUTIONS:  None 
 
APPLICATIONS:  None 
 
Chair Weidmann asks if any applications pending, Ms. Noll reports none at present. 
 
Mr.Mascolo would like to discuss the River Vale Flood Management Presentation that he 
attended on November 12, 2014. Mr. Skrable has reviewed and feels it’s very premature 
at this point. The option of a river by pass was discussed (Lindy Place) and Mr. Skrable 
feels from an engineering standpoint that these would be astronomically priced projects, 
bypasses needing to be 30 feet deep at thousands of dollars per foot. Mr. Mascolo feels 
that the other option mentioned (flood walls) would impact surrounding towns. Mr. 
Skrable reiterates, the project is in very beginning discussion stages and that many issue 
have not even been addressed yet. A township cannot drastically change their flood 
elevation and DEP would be involved. Mr Eller offers that he has heard discussions on 
what seemingly is a ten year project and Mr. Skrable repeats that it is in very beginning 
stages of discussion. 
 
OPEN TO PUBLIC: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Upon motion of Mr. Eller, seconded by Ms Nilsson all in favor, 

 the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
By:_____________________________ 
           Robike W Noll , Acting Recording Secretary 



Date Approved_____________________ 
cc: Mayor and Council 

Robert Regan, Esq. 
Thomas W. Skrable, P.E. 
Construction Official 
Fire Official 
Board of Health 
Burgis Associates 

 


