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BOROUGH OF OLD TAPPAN 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REGULAR  

AND REORGANIZATION MEETING 

MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2015 

FIRST HALF 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law, notification of this meeting has been sent to 

our official newspapers and other publications circulated in the Borough of Old Tappan, and 

notice posted on the bulletin board at Borough Hall. 

 

Please note fire exits located at the main entrance to the Council Chambers and in the rear of the 

Council Chambers. 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 6:30 PM 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Victor Polce   Present 

Councilman Ronald Binaghi Jr. Present 

Councilman Guy Carnazza  Present 

Councilman Victor Cioce  Present 

Councilwoman Anna Haverilla Present 

Councilman John Kramer  Present 

Councilman Matthew Nalbandian Present 

 

Also Present:   Borough Clerk Jean M. Donch 

    Borough Attorney Allen Bell 

 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

PRAYER: Councilman Guy Carnazza  

 

PUBLICS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK  

 

Motion to open the meeting to the public - Councilman Cioce 

 

Second – Councilman Binaghi 

 

Discussion - None 

 

On voice vote, all in favor, none opposed, the motion carried  

 

No Public Comment  
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Motion to close the meeting to the public - Councilman Cioce 

 

Second - Councilman Nalbandian 

 

Discussion - None 

 

On voice vote, all in favor, none opposed, the motion carried 

 

CONSENT RESOLUTION 

 

Councilman Binaghi read the Consent Resolution 

 

Second – Councilman Cioce 

 

Discussion – Councilman Nalbandian abstained on Release Cash Bonds. 

 

Resolution Adopted (see page 7)   

 

ACTION ON MINUTES: 

 

Minutes to be Approved: 

 

Councilman Binaghi made a motion to approve the following minutes: 

 

 Special & Executive Meeting, December 1, 2014 

 

Second – Councilman Kramer 

 

Discussion – None  

 

Roll Call:  Councilman Binaghi  Yes 

   Councilman Carnazza  Yes 

Councilman Cioce  Yes 

Councilwoman Haverilla Yes 

Councilman Kramer  Yes 

Councilman Nalbandian Yes 

 

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION FOR SERVICE TO THE 

BOROUGH 

 

Mayor Polce read a certificate of appreciation and names of recipients in appreciation for service to 

the Borough.  
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(See annexed list) 

 

PROCLAMATIONS 

 

Volunteer of the Year – Town Day Committee 

 

Mayor Polce read the proclamation honoring the Town Day Committee and all who volunteered to 

make Town Day a success and proclaiming Town Day the Committee of the year.  

 

Gold Award Joy Geerinck 

Gold Award Paige Ashley Sunden 

Gold Award Alis Yoo 

 

Mayor Polce read the proclamations congratulating each individual and in their honor proclaimed 

January 5, 2015 as Joy Geerinck, Paige Ashley Sunden and Alis Yoo Day in Old Tappan. 

 

Northern Valley Soccer League Boys Division 56 Champions 

 

Mayor Polce read the proclamation honoring and congratulating the coaches and players of the 

Northern Valley Soccer League Boys Division 56 Champions. 

 

Northern Valley Soccer League Boys Division 78 Champions 

 

Mayor Polce read the proclamation honoring and congratulating the coaches and players of the 

Northern Valley Soccer League Boys Division 78 Champions 

 

Northern Valley Soccer League Girls Division 34 Champions 

 

Mayor Polce read the proclamation honoring and congratulating the coaches and players of the 

Northern Valley Soccer League Girls Division 34 Champions 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

COUNCILMAN NALBANDIAN – FINANCE / FIRE / HEALTH /LIBRARY 

 

Councilman Nalbandian wished everyone a Happy New Year. He congratulated Councilman Kramer 

and Councilman Binaghi on their re-election. In 2014 he served as liaison to the Finance 

Department, Fire Department, Library Board and Board of Health. He thanked the Borough 

Administrator, Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk for all they do and especially for their 

service with a smile. Councilman Nalbandian thanked the Fire Chief and officers for their courage 

and bravery. He thanked Library Director, Sue Meeske, and the entire Library Board for their efforts 

in making the library a great place to visit. Councilman Nalbandian thanked the Board of Health 
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president and  members for their efforts throughout the year. Councilman Nalbandian thanked the 

Mayor and fellow Council members, his wife Nina and his two daughters for their support.  

 

COUNCILMAN KRAMER - POLICE / HISTORICAL / SENIORS 

 

Councilman Kramer wished everyone a Happy New Year. He reviewed some of the events of 2014 

including Councilman Carnazza’s and Councilwoman Haverilla’s time spent on the police and DPW 

contract negotiations. The he commented on the opening of the new Senior Center, a project 

completed under budget. Councilman Kramer announced that Police Chief Shine has been elected as 

Financial Secretary to the Bergen County Police Chief’s Association. Councilman Kramer spoke 

proudly and highly of the men and woman who serve as police officers and those who have lost their 

lives while doing their jobs and protecting others. He thanked the residents who voted for him.  

 

COUNCILMAN CARNAZZA – RECREATION / DPW / SAFETY 

 

Councilman Carnazza congratulated Councilman Kramer and Councilman Binaghi for their re-

election. He thanked the Town Day Committee, DPW Superintendent Artie Lake and his crew, and 

all Borough employees for their service.  Councilman Carnazza expressed his gratitude to work with 

the Recreation Commission.  

 

COUNCILWOMAN HAVERILLA – FIRST AID / TECHNOLOGY 

 

The First Aid Corps is in need of volunteers. “I Am Responding.com.” created good communication 

with dispatch. Councilwoman Haverilla thanked the Local Assistance Board for all the work they do. 

She thanked the Girl Scout troops for their help with meal deliveries. Councilwoman Haverilla 

thanked the Mayor and fellow Council members and wished everyone a Happy, healthy New Year. 

 

COUNCILMAN CIOCE – PLANNING / ENVIRONMENTAL / BUILDING 

 

Councilman Cioce completed 13 years on the Council. He appreciates the trust gained from Old 

Tappan residents. Old Tappan has completed their 3
rd

 Sustainable New Jersey year at the bronze 

level. He reported a list of accomplishments due to the efforts of the Environmental Commission 

members. Councilman Cioce commented on Planning Board applications in 2014. He congratulated 

Councilman Binaghi and Councilman Kramer on their re-election. 

 

COUNCILMAN BINAGHI – GOLF / EDUCATION / GRANTS / ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

 

Councilman Binaghi is proud to be part of this Governing Body whose main focus is to do what is 

good for the town. In 2014 he served as liaison for the Golf Commission, Arts & Entertainment 

Committee and the School Board. Paul Parascondolo, Golf Course Superintendent, and Doug Meeks, 

Golf Pro, continue to do a good job. The Par Bar and Grill is a good restaurant and is open to the 

public. Arts & Entertainment is responsible for Concerts in the Park, Art in the Park and the annual 

town-wide garage sale. He thanked the volunteers and his family. 
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MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Polce welcomed everyone and wished everyone a Happy New Year. 2014 was a year that the 

Council members can be proud of. He congratulated Councilman Binaghi for his re-election and hard 

work ethics. Mayor Polce congratulated Councilman Kramer on his re-election and commented that 

Old Tappan is fortunate to have him on the Council. Mayor Polce thanked Councilman Cioce for his 

professionalism. He thanked Councilman Nalbandian for his sincere attention to detail with budgets 

and his leadership skills. He thanked Councilman Carnazza for the great job he does with Town Day 

and for being a true friend. Mayor Polce thanked Councilwoman Haverilla for her leadership skills, 

energy, intelligence and enthusiasm. She works hard to protect the Old Tappan residents. Becky 

Overgaard and her staff provide first class service to our residents. She is a treasure that we are lucky 

to have. Our Borough Clerk, Jean Donch, goes by the letter of the law on behalf of the Borough. Pat 

O’Brien’s knowledge is power and he does an excellent job keeping the Council apprised. Our 

Auditor, Jeff Bliss, we are thankful for his work. Borough Attorney, Allen Bell, only uses the threat 

of litigation if necessary. Mayor Polce thanked Sylvia Kokowski for her work efforts.  He thanked all 

the volunteers, the Fire Department, Police Department, Ladies Auxiliary.  They all represent a 

hallmark of collective ability to deliberate openly and honestly. Good leadership, honesty and total 

transparency.  Mayor Polce has been happy to serve Old Tappan for the past 15 years. He announced 

that he would not seek re-election after completing this term.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

None     

 

PUBLICS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK 

 

Motion to open the meeting to the public by Councilman Carnazza 

 

Second – Councilman Cioce 

 

Discussion - None 

 

On voice vote, all in favor, none opposed, the motion carried 

 

No Public Comment     

 

Motion to close the meeting to the public by Councilman Nalbandian 
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Second – Councilman Binaghi 

 

Discussion - None 

 

On voice vote, all in favor, none opposed, the motion carried 

 

Motion to adjourn by Councilman Binaghi 

 

Second - Councilman Cioce 

 

On voice vote, all in favor, none opposed, the motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed and approved: 

 

                                                                                                                                         

Sylvia Kokowski, Recording Secretary  Jean M. Donch 

       Borough Clerk 

cc: Mayor and Council 

            Allen Bell, Esq.    Date Approved: January 20, 2015                        

      

 

 

 

 


